McLean WinterFest Parade
2017 ENTRY RULES

The road closure for the parade route (Fleetwood Street to Elm Street on Old Chain Bridge Road) on December 3rd will begin at 2:00 PM and extend to 5:00 PM or the conclusion of the parade.   The parade will start promptly at 3:30 PM.  In addition to the actual parade route, Beverly Road and Fleetwood to Old Chain Bridge Road will be closed to non parade traffic starting at 2:15 PM.  

McLean WinterFest officials are exclusively responsible for reviewing/accepting parade registrations. All entrants in the McLean WinterFest parade must agree to respect the rules of the parade.  Entrants who disregard rules may jeopardize their participation in subsequent years.  When you receive this document confirming your entry in the parade, you are required to email back to the sender that you have read and will abide by these rules.  They should be distributed to all individuals who will be in the parade.  Final details on your entry must be received no later than November 20th.  

Entrants must respect the following parade rules:

· Check-in begins at 2:00 PM and will close at 3:00 PM on parade day.  A representative from your entry must check-in (Elm St. and Beverly Rd.) to receive your line-up position.  (Line up positions will not be released prior to entry check-in.)  Beverly and Fleetwood will be closed to all but parade traffic starting at 2:00 PM on parade day. Parking along the parade line-up streets will not be allowed.  

· The line up position number that you receive at check-in must be displayed at all times prior to the parade’s start.  Parade line-up numbers are final and cannot be changed.  The order of the march is at the discretion of the parade officials.  

· If your entry is not in formation (checked-in and staged in the assigned parade line-up place) by 3:00 PM parade officials have the right to place you at the end of the parade or deny your participation.

· The only vehicles permitted in the parade are those that have been confirmed as a parade entry.  If your entry is a vehicle, it must remain in formation once it has been checked in and is in the parade line up. 

· Marchers and vehicles must remain in formation and maintain a steady pace during the parade. There should not be more than 20 feet between your entry and the entry in front of you.  Stopping is not allowed unless indicated by the Parade Marshals, located along the parade route.  If in a vehicle, you must remain in the vehicle to keep the parade at a steady pace.  Parade marshals in WinterFest vests will assist in the pace of the parade to account for performances and gaps, so follow their instructions as you march/drive.  

· All political officials will be required to be in a vehicle that will precede the start of the parade.  At the far end of the stage, elected officials are invited to exit their vehicles to join the emcee on the stage for the duration of the parade. There will be no opportunity for speaking once on the stage.  All other parade rules, such as not being permitted to distribute candy, paper products, or political paraphernalia must be observed by political entries, their supporters or staff or risk exclusion from future parades.

· Only individuals currently holding office are allowed to participate in the parade and each must register individually and check in at Elm and Beverly as in other years.  No individuals other than the elected officials are permitted to join the elected official’s entry.  The driver is the only person allowed in the vehicles (other than the elected official currently holding office) and cannot be a candidate for public office.

· Groups with marchers under the age of 8 are required to have one adult for every 6 children marching.

· For the safety of attendees and pace of the parade, the throwing or handing out of any items, including candy and paper products, is prohibited both before and during the parade.  Any music and musical acts must be secular. 

· In order to prevent slowing down and stopping the movement of the parade, stopping in front of the stage to perform is not allowed.  

· Due to insurance requirements, pets and other animals are prohibited in the parade without prior approval of parade officials in writing or by email. Only entries that include pets (i.e., rescue groups) are authorized to include animals in their entry. Do not bring pets to march in the parade; it could jeopardize your participation in WinterFest.  Make certain all the participants in your entry are aware of this rule.

· Groups who will march in the parade can access parking on Elm Street or nearby office building parking lots.  The parade route will begin on Old Chain Bridge Road at Fleetwood and proceed to Elm Street.  Marchers are permitted to turn up Curran Street to disband at the end of the street; vehicles must proceed onto Elm Street and continue to Beverly Road before disbanding to keep the parade from backing up.

· The parade has an official Santa Claus.  No other Santa Claus will be permitted (inanimate caricatures are allowed).  Vehicle entries are to be festively adorned.

· Neither McLean WinterFest nor its officials shall be liable or held responsible for any personal injury or for damage or loss to parade entries or observers although officials will take precautions to avoid such injury, loss, or damage.  Parade participants shall assume responsibility for injury or damage to personnel, property or observers resulting from negligence of their entry.  No alcoholic beverage or other controlled substances are allowed in the parade or the stage/ parking lot area. 

Parade Cancellation Policy
The parade will be canceled ONLY due to severe weather. If it is necessary to cancel the event, it will not be rescheduled.  If cancelled, the cancellation will appear on the web site before noon on Sunday, December 4th.

We look forward to having you participate in the McLean WinterFest community parade.   Call 202-550-4019 if you questions regarding your participation.

